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The UIS Visual Arts Gallery presents a solo exhibit and
lecture by artist Moises Salazar Tlatenchi

SPRINGFIELD — The University of Illinois Springfield Visual Arts Gallery is pleased to
present “Hijx De Viboras Doradas,” an exhibition by Chicago-based artist Moises Salazar
Tlatenchi. “Hijx De Viboras Doradas” opens Feb. 10 and runs through March 6.

“Hijx De Viboras Doradas” is presented in partnership with the Artists’ Cooperative
Residency & Exhibitions (ACRE), an artist-run non-profit based in Chicago devoted to providing
resources to emerging artists and nurturing a diverse community of cultural producers. ACRE’s
programs support this generative community with materials, equipment, expertise and
opportunities to exhibit and share work.

In conjunction with this exhibition, Tlatenchi will present an Engaged Citizenship
Common Experience (ECCE) Speaker Series lecture from 6 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 19 in Brookens
Auditorium, located on the lower level of Brookens Library. Tlatenchi’s lecture will explore their
work as a non-binary first-generation Mexican American, using glitter, fabrics and traditional
techniques to celebrate queer and immigrant resilience.

This exhibition and ECCE lecture are co-sponsored by UIS Gender & Sexuality Student
Services and the UIS Diversity Center.

Immediately following this lecture, the UIS Visual Arts Gallery will host an exhibition
reception for “Hijx De Viboras Doradas” from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the UIS Visual Arts Gallery. This
event is free and open to the public.

“Hijx De Viboras Doradas” pairs marginalized narratives of queer discovery, rejection and
acceptance, with popular narrative construction and ancient Aztec deities. An experience laced

with beauty, vulnerability and understanding of judgment, eyes and snakes run throughout the
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space. The serpent is a representation of the Aztec deity Quetzalcoatl, associated with themes of
creation. Tlatenchi uses these histories to highlight the vital role that queer communities play in
self-discovery. Subverting the associations of snakes, Tlatenchi represents them as glamorous
queer mothers. They offer us safety, protection and an invitation to participate in the freedom that
comes from thriving in the abyss.

Tlatenchi is a non-binary artist based in Chicago. Tlatenchi earned their bachelor’s degree
in fine arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Tlatenchi’s work has been exhibited
nationally and internationally at WOAW Gallery, Salon ACME 8, the Museum of Contemporary
Art Chicago, NADA, the National Museum of Mexican Art and the Chicago Cultural Center.

Tlatenchi has focused on conceptual and installation-based work. Tlatenchi’s presentation
“Let’s get Physical,” facilitated by Filo Sofi Arts, was included in “HEARSAY:HERESY” Spring
Break Art Show to much critical acclaim. A finalist for the QUEER | ART | PRIZE, Tlatenchi’s
work has been featured in publications such as The Hispanic Executive, artnet, Hyperallergic and
The Latinx Project. Tlatenchi has participated in The Hyde Park Art Center Residency and
received the LuminArts Foundation Arts Fellowship, 3Arts Make a Wave Grant and Fire Island
Artist Residency. Most recently, Tlatenchi has been named one of the 2023 Breakout Artists:
Chicago’s Next Generation of Image Makers.

The UIS Visual Arts Gallery acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.
The gallery is centrally located in the UIS Health and Sciences Building, room 201 (HSB 201).
Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday. For more information and future

exhibitions, visit the UIS Visual Arts Gallery website.
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